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Harvard Mathematician and Democracy Advocate Honored At Emotional Gathering In Brookline.

Brookline January 24, 2008.  In an emotional gathering of friends and neighbors, Dr. Jim Parziale, principal of the Brookline Driscoll School, presented Harvard Ph.D. and Democracy Advocate, Dr. Jianli Yang with a Resolution, signed by leaders of both the House and Senate. The Resolution congratulated Dr. Yang on his release from a Chinese prison and for his “SUPPORT OF HUMAN RIGHTS OF THE CHINESE PEOPLE AND FOR HIS FIGHTING SPIRIT TO MAKE DEMOCRACY A REALITY FOR CHINA”
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In a short, but moving speech, Dr. Yang talked of “the special joy” of being able to personally thank his Brookline neighbors for their support. In a plea for continued support for democracy in China, Dr. Yang concluded his remarks by quoting Martin Luther King, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere”. He said his release would be meaningless “if it failed to remind us all of the hundreds of thousands of brave Chinese people who continue to protest against a One Party system that rules through fear, repression, and the denial of the individual liberties we enjoy here in Brookline”
A veteran of the 1989 Tiananmen Square Uprising, Dr. Yang was arrested, jailed, tortured, and held in solitary confinement for much of the 5-year prison term to which he was sentenced in 2002 for “treasonous activities”.    An outpouring of support, including a UN resolution and the personal intervention of U.S. legislators, including Rep. Barney Frank, finally induced the Chinese regime to free Dr. Yang in April of 2007.
Dr. Yang lives in Brookline with his wife, Christina, and his two children, Aaron and Anita.  Despite his imprisonment, Dr. Yang plans to continue his mission of unifying the advancement of democracy in China by providing moral and material leadership for the numerous democracy advocates here in the U.S. as well as inside China.

                                                     ************
Driscoll School Principal, Dr. Jim Parziale, presenting State Resolution to Dr. Yang for his support of Human Rights in China
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