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The GongMin Walk 
 Thank You & Remembrance
May 4 – June 4
A survivor of the 1989 Tiananmen Square Massacre, noted Harvard Scholar, and Human Rights advocate, Dr. Yang Jianli returned to his family in Brookline after imprisonment for five years in China.   Dr. Yang believes he is free today only because of the tremendous support of his wife, Christina, the American people, and the U.S. government.
Since his return to freedom in August 2007, Dr. Yang has been searching for a way to express his appreciation to the American people for their support.  On April 1st, at a reception in his honor in the Massachusetts State House, Dr. Yang will formally announce the GongMin Walk of Thank You and Remembrance. 
Meaning “Citizen Power” in Chinese, the GongMin Walk will be a personal journey of Dr. Yang between Boston and Washington D.C.  The 500 mile GongMin Walk will commence at Faneuil Hall in Boston on May 4th and conclude with a rally in Washington D.C.  on June 4th, the anniversary of the Tiananmen Square Massacre.
“Each step of the 500 miles will be a thank you to the many thousands of supporters whose loud and clear voices called for my release.  Each step will be a call to the American people to remember the continuing struggle of the Chinese people for civil and human rights.  Each step will be an encouragement for continued American leadership of the cause for freedom and democracy” explained Dr. Yang.  
The GongMin Walk of Thank You and Remembrance takes Dr. Yang through Wellesley, Providence, New Haven, Bridgeport, New York, Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore”. In each of the 10 cities, there will be a press event and a welcome dinner hosted by a local supporter.  At each of these events Dr. Yang will express his gratitude and highlight the need for continued American leadership in the call for a peaceful transition to democracy in China.
Volunteers, donations, and corporate sponsors are needed to assist with this major event. Please contact Initiatives for China Office in Boston: 20 Park Plaza, Suite 1104, Boston, MA 02116. For information, contact:  (617)350-8677 or e-mail jgeheran@initiativesforchina.com. 

